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With one match left - of a total of ten - Sylvia Moss's team was already certain to win Group A of the

Alt NewCo Event 2. All together great power play by Sylvia Moss (c), Kevin Bathurst, Sjoert Brink, Bas
Drijver, John Hurd, Jacek Kalita, Roger Lee and Michal Nowosadzki.

Group B was won by Jodi Edmonds and company, Group C went to Alshuler's Israeli All Stars and in
D team Zhao proved to be victorious.
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ALT NEW COMPETITION - EVENT 2 [N T 7 | Drapes

www.bridgeresults.or enjoy Adam Grossack’s
; g 9 February 22 - 26, 2021 joy Adam @Gros
all info on alt tourneys comments: https://www.
Teams invited as of 20/02/2021 Rl DereIRasto0
Team "CANADIAN & FRIENDS"
Gilad Altshuler (giladalt) Franco Baseggio (baseggio) Andrew Black (Boggis) Alex Hong (fhong)
Alon Birman (hatol) David Chechelashvili (dato) David Gold (Dagold) Winston Huang (wshuang)
Dani Cohen (cohen99) Alex Kolesnik (Kolesnik) Gunnar Hallberg (Rerack) Jiangfeng Luo (mossby3)
Amir Levin (amiri) Aitai Lo (aitail) Simon Hult (Hultahult) Ming Sheng (kainsheng)
Dror Padon (drorp) Bill Pettis (buffalo6) Andrew Mcintosh (Tosh) Yan Wang (wy7199)
Yossi Roll (sroch) Ahmed Soliman (rabie3) Tom Paske (Thomas1000) Edward Xu (edward3048)
Andy Stark (astark)
David Burn (dburn) David Bakhshi (bakhshi) Per-Ola Cullin (pocket) Jodi Edmonds (jodi e)
Mike Graham (mdgraham) Janet de Botton (capt lulu) Gary Donner (gdonnersc1) David Grainger (dzeronimo)
Kjeld Hansen (dkkello) Thomas Charlsen (tcharlsen) Kevin Dwyer (kdwyer) Michal Klukowski (skrzat96)
Fredrik Jarlvik (freddy6) Thor Erik Hoftaniska (kasper20) Joe Grue (joegrue) Mikael Rimstedt (firechief)
Peter Lund (pelu) Artur Malinowski (malisuper) Marion Michielsen (lady007) Ola Rimstedt (olarim)
Leif Nygaard (nyg) Tom Townsend (mug) Brad Moss (brad) Joel Wooldridge (drg)
Stephen Peterkin (spil) Tor Helness (helstokk) Cecilia Rimstedt (cillar) Piotr Zatorski (mikaelrim)
Henrik Petersen (longrow) Sandra Rimstedt (sandria)
Sam Punch (puncher)
Tatyana Trendafilova (tuti)
llan Bareket (bareket) Alon Apteker (alonap) Christian Bakke (chrien) Nikos Delimpaltadakis (nickd)
Michael Barel (mich-b) Bob Drijver (bobdrijver) Boye Brogeland (boye) Filippos Karamanlis (firfos7)
Ariel Braunstein (rel49) Peter Fredin (p_fredin) Simon Gillis (rayas78) Kostantinos Kontomitros (zlatan)
Eldad Ginossar (eldad) Anders Morath (andersm) Espen Lindqvist (stevieg) Tasos Koukouselis (lelos)
Assaf Lengy (lengy) Bart Nab (bnab) Erik Saelensminde (skaal1) Yankos Papakyriakopoulos (yankos)
Ophir Reshef (oreshef) Johan Sylvan (joppesyl) Odin Svendsen (pirrum) Manolis Protonotarios (emprot)
Dana Tal (danat85) Petros Roussos (peter1961)
Noga Tal (nogatal) Aristeidis Sapounakis (asapou)
Shahar Zack (shaharz)
Yaniv Zack (yanivz)
Thomas Bessis (malpaluche) Marusa Gold (marusab) Leo van den Brom (lbrom) Richard Chamberiain (rmchamb)
Naren Gupta (nareng) Jonathan Harris (JDAche) Kees Bakker (keesbak) Tony Disley (ryegc)
Zia Mahmood (zia) Niall Igoe (ibraves) Pim Coppens (PimCop) David Jones (uncle mort)
Frederic Volcker (fred92130) Viadi Isporski (smileyv) John Lesmeister (jlesme) Patrick Shields (patricks)
Eddie Malhasyan (master DJ) Gert-Jan Ros (rosgjw) Marc Smith (marcSmith)
Steve Root (AsNuttyAs) Adrian Thomas (sadnorth)
Todor Tiholov (polborta)

Rumen Trendafilov (rumen)

Team "NETBRIDGE"
Dennis Bilde (ballebo-jr) Kay Enfield (cx107) Kevin Bathurst (kmb24) Kees Bouwen (kebosporto)
Adam Grossack (nevereast) Ellen Hessel (chongo) Sjoert Brink (SjoertBr) Aris Bremer (arisbreem)
Zachary Grossack (germs345) Ira Hessel (lesinge) Bas Drijver (BasDr) Jan van den Hoek (janonline)
Larry Lebowitz (pinoy12) Greg Hinze (ghinze) John Hurd (johnhurd) Victor Oranje (victorNL)
Agustin Madala (septiembre) Karin Kelsey (karinkel) Jacek Kalita (paulinka18) Arjan Roelofs (arjanNL)
Antonio Palma (apalma) Jacob Morgan (jpmnbr) Roger Lee (rogerclee) Jan de Winter (winjan)
Frederic Wrang (fly21) Sylvia Moss (sylvie) Marco Zomer (mczo)

Michal Nowosadzki (kot_korba)

Cathy Baldysz (cathmark) Alexander Allfrey (allfrey) Jacob Freeman (jacob04) Geert Arts (stratreeg1)

Sophie Baldysz (zofiumb) Simon Cope (copeyj) Finn Kolesnik (fkolesnik) Sam Bahbout (sambah)

Roger Bryant (roghog) Peter Crouch (pitiful) Christian Lahrmann (christianl) Philippe Caputo (caputo)

Onno Eskes (onno) Espen Erichsen (espene) Katherine Todd (kmtnyc) Valerie Carcassonne-Labaere (etpuiszut)
Steve Green (bashgrove) Richard Plackett (hoofie) Marcel Verhaegen (marcel_ve) Steven de Donder (pikarek)

Rob Helle (rhelle) Andrew Robson (arobson) Asaf Yekutieli (tol123) 2Zvi Engel (hros)

Ed Hoogenkamp (altocampo) Ami Zamir (zamir1) Alain Labaere (kortrijk)

Ge Sprinkhuizen (sprinksoet) Gabriele Zanasi (zanna9) Steve de Roos (stevedr)

Mike van der Vorst (ratabar)

P Bedouet (pi420) Sedat Aluf (monk99) Lasse Aaseng (lasseaa) Morten Bilde (ballebo)

Kamil Nowak (kamiln) Bdlent Aslan (baylind) Martin Andresen (mime477) Seren Bilde (sbilde)

Michael Rippey (radiators) Enver Koksoy (koksoy) Kare Boge (osvaill83) Vinita Gupta (vinita)

Esteban Valet (rasko179) Nezih Kubag (nezihk) Arve Farstad (kha66) Bob Hamman (tgbh3)
Erke Suigmez (grundar) Geir Helgemo (micelle45) Petra Hamman (pete)
Ali Ugar (no weak) Tom Johansen (brulle) Hemant Lall (hemantiall)
Omer Umur (ttifb) Andreas Plejdrup (ndreasw)
Nafiz Zorlu (Begse)

Vince Demuy (okvince) Simon de Wijs (sm1)

Ida Gronkvist (halko) Jing Liu (livjing)

Mikael Gronkvist (mike_g) Choon Chou Loo (bridgeboy)

Veri Kiljian (Vkill) Danny Molenaar (dannymo)

John Kranyak (jkrans) Bauke Muller (beukertje)

Guy Mendes de Leon (Guymdl) Ricco van Prooijen (riccovp)

Thibo Sprinkhuizen (Thibos) Tim Verbeek (timve)

Luc Tijssen (Luctijs) Louk Verhees (loukie)

Alison Wilson (Flyfalcon) Chen Zhao (zhaochen)
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by Martin Cantor

Bad trump breaks were a feature of the first day,
though not always fatally. Most declarers managed to
overcome the 5-0 split on this hand.

Match 1 Board 5. N/NS

4QJ6
v 10
+QJ1064
*Q874
o- N 10843
vJ9532 W o
$AT5 z
*K

832

o> <€

AAQ752
YAQT764
L

% A 10

Auctions commonly began with West's 24 Michaels
overcall of South's 14 opening, and mostly ended with
South declaring 44, doubled on eight occasions. Four
pairs stopped in a spade partial and two stopped in
3¥. Played by North - which it never was - it can be
beaten by a club lead. Wests generally favored a heart
lead, and Souths generally and accurately favored the
*K at trick 2, presenting West with a dilemma s/he
cannot solve.

Declarer has several winning lines, but broadly
speaking they involve leaving trumps alone, something
strongly suggested by the Michaels overcall, the
suggestion reinforced where East doubled. But it is

quite possible to go wrong, as one world-class player
showed in the match | was commentating. John Hurd
in West ducked Brad Moss's trick 2 K. Moss
continued with the #A (still OK) and then the %10 (not
OK). Hurd won and played the ¥J ruffed in dummy.
The €Q was led for a heart discard and Hurd played
another heart. Dummy discarded a diamond so
Bathurst ruffed low and exited with the #K. Moss was
left with one trump more than Bathurst, so eventually
he had to ruff one of dummy's winners and lead into
East's 10 8 spade tenace, for two down and -500, to
go with the 790 that Sylvia Moss scored at the other
table, and that made 15 IMPs for team Moss.

Before we leave this hand, let me share with you for
your delectation one auction that is assuredly not a
contender for the Alt Best Bid Hand Award. It led to
South playing the bizarre contract of 3 - four off and
deservedly 15 IMPs away.

West North East South

Pass Pass 1"
1v 24 29 Pass
Pass 3% Pass Pass
Pass

1% 16+ artificial
2¢ 5+¢ GF

Talking of bad trump breaks, on the very next board
Sam Punch had to contend with a vile 6-0 break,
though here too the choice of a club contract was, as
they say, sub-optimal.

G-




Match 1 Board 6. E/EW

6 J643
YyKQ8532
¢ 1094
* -
MAKT2 N & 1085
Y A10 W o vJo4
¢+ KQS8 7 ¢J765
S KO32 dAB7
Q9
v76
¢ A32
»QJ10654
West North East South
Punch Helgemo Peterkin Andresen
Pass Pass
1 39y Pass Pass
Dbl Pass 4 Pass
Pass Pass

3NT was a popular contract, often after South opened
3% (I approve), 3NT was mostly making. Geir Helgemo
went all in with his preempt, and as so often this put
the opponents from team Cantor on the spot. Punch's
double is fairly routine, though | imagine she also
considered 3NT, but it gave Stephen Peterkin a nasty
problem. SNT would be foolhardy in the extreme,
though even by East it can make double dummy. So
the choice is between the successful pass, which
would be easier to do at matchpoints, or the 4 he
chose. Can we all agree that the punishment of three
down was harsh? (| admit to being biased). At the
other table West played 14 making 10, so a 10 IMP
swing to Skeidar.

Still on the subject of bad breaks

Match 2 Board 2 E/NS

o -

v1086

*KQJ864

#8765
4 AKQ854 v 4632
YAJ943 W o Y K7
*5 z 4972
a2 #AQJ43

401097

vQ52

¢ A103

K109

Nine pairs bid the spade slam, one stopped in five,
and the rest played game in spades - apart from one
EW pair who doubled South's 3NT and took 1400.
How good is the slam? The short answer is: not very.
The longer answer is: assuming a diamond lead, which
is automatic on the actual layout and highly likely on a
cue bidding auction; and assuming (falsely) no trump

loser; you still need to develop your hearts for one
loser. If trumps are 2-2 you have pretty good chances,
including a 3-3 break, the ¥Q dropping doubleton, and
the ¥10 doubleton in South if you read it. If spades are
the more likely 3-1 you have fewer chances, but you
still have the 3-3 break after drawing just two rounds
of trumps. So, all in all, not very good, but by no
means the worst slam that most of us have been in,
nor even the worst one many of us have made. As |
wasn't commentating | could focus on my team's
match against Black. For Cantor Petersen-Nygaard
stopped in game, and to my delight were doubled. At
the other table David Gold and Andrew Black had an
auction that impressed me, since getting to slam (not
the best, not the worst) with just 14 HCP facing a
passed hand is not easy.

West North East South
Black Burn Gold Graham

Pass Pass
14 Pass 2% Pass
29 Pass 3 Pass
44 Pass 49 Pass
ANT Pass Hde* Pass
(6L Pass Pass Pass
2% three-card Drury

5& 1 key card

Black was a little unlucky to lose 12 IMPs here or, as
we sometimes say, the operation was a success, but
the patient died. They got the 12 plus 50% back on
this next board, which produced lots of big swings,
including 20 for Zhao against Objectivity, when 6#X
made at one table, and 54X made at the other.

Match 2 Board 7. S/All

KQJ983
85
AK642
4KQJ108 N
V107542 W o

¢ AK z

*3

e <€

AAG42

v-
+QJ109632
»J87
40753

YAG

¢J74

Q1095

Five of either major makes, so par is 69X - which was
not the contract at any of the 30 tables. As you can
see, if North plays in clubs, East has to find a diamond
lead, and if West then switches to a heart declarer is
held to nine tricks. The diamond lead is of course
hugely easier to find if South declares.

Altogether 169 IMPs changed hands at 12 tables
(three were pushes). The biggest NS score was the
1540 for Zhao, and the biggest EW the 990 for
Gold-Black's 44X+1.




The dealing machine produced another distributional
hand, but nothing could prevent EW making 13 tricks
in diamonds or no trumps:

Match 3 Board 3. S/EW

4QJ873

Y107632

¢ -

d»KQ2
109 N 4AS4
vAQS vKJ54
¢AJ108764 7 ¢+ KQ32
% 9 » A6

& K62

vs8

495

»J1087543

Well, a GRAND slam was bid nine times, seven in
diamonds. Also, once in clubs, doubled for 500, and
once in spades, doubled of course, for 1400. The
latter two, if you haven't figured it out, by NS. So again
no one managed to achieve par, but at IMPs you're
happy enough to be in the diamond grand. How hard
is it to bid it, when South (as most did) opens 3% and
North (as most did) raises to 5% over West's 347 At
first glance it seems obvious for East to bid 6 to
show first round control and interest in the grand. But
because of the suit rankings this leaves the partnership
no room to find out about major suit first round
controls. West is far from minimum for the 3¢ overcall,
but can't be sure of the required spade control in East.
From East's perspective, West could just as well have
the #KQ and no YA. Even if East bids 54 over 5é,
and even if it is a cue bid for diamonds rather than
natural (would it be for you?), West still can't show the
heart control without going past 64, unless s/he can
bid 5NT as some sort of Last Train, which would allow
East to cue bid 6 and now they should arrive. Many
Easts simply jumped to 64 over 5%, which | can
understand, though | still don't see that 6% can cost.

One EW pair had an almost unobstructed seven round
auction to the grand. Four got there when North bid
only 44 (or in one instance 3NT), giving them more
room to explore. The two successful auctions after a
5 raise are detailed below - | leave it to you to decide
how much guesswork, if any, was involved, and
whether either is worthy of a Best Bid Hand Award
nomination.

West North East South
M. Bessis de Donder Levy Bahbout

3
3¢ 5& oL J Pass
oY Pass 74 Pass
Pass Pass

West North East South
S. Baldsyz Luo C. Baldsyz Hong
3
3¢ 5& o Pass
7¢ Pass Pass Pass

Here's another hand where no one played in the par
contract. Mind you, with six and seven card suits
abounding, it's no surprise that SNT was not a realistic
prospect.

Match 6 Board 2. E/NS

493

YAK108653

+Q82

&5
41054 4AKQ862
v97 W o vQJ4
$AJ1076 7 * K4
*Q87 94

aJ7

v2

4953

#AKJ10632

Some Souths overcalled the 14 opening with 2,
others with 3%, and West generally gave a single
spade raise. Several Norths ventured 4% over 34, but
none of the Easts could bring themselves to double
that (they would have had 500). Instead they followed
Meckstroth's rule 'if your partner raises your six-card
major, bid game'. So 22 44 contracts, nine of them
doubled (apart from a single 4% NS, the rest were in
34). 44 is two down on best defense with two club
tricks, two heart tricks, and another heart promoting
the &J. It was made once: South led a top club, then
the 2 forcing partner to ruff, but the 2, apparently
taken as suit preference, saw North then returning the
48.

| was watching Cantor v Skeidar, and was surprised to
see Geir Helgemo make a similar mistake, arguably
with less excuse. Martin Andersen led a top club and
switched to his singleton heart. Helgemo cashed the
ace and king, but then played the 2. Sadly (from my
point of view), Henrik Petersen failed to take
advantage, unable to believe that he had been gifted a
cold off contract. One off at both tables.

Big distribution

Big distribution again a few boards later produced a
grand slam on a combined 19 count - and that with
three of the HCP completely wasted. And with the six-
card major that was opened completely irrelevant:




Match 6 Board 7. S/All

07543
4Q95 N aAJB2
YKQJB654 [N YA10973
*2 . *J10
*Q8 &J2

4K107643

v -

*KQ87

*A96

With the clubs 2-2 there are 13 easy tricks in either
minor, since with the honors split you don't have to
decide whether to play for the drop or restricted
choice. Par is in fact 79X for -1400 which no one
managed, but then almost nobody had to, since only
one pair bid the minor suit grand slam. There was one
other grand slam attempt - Zia bid 74 in the South
seat and went for 1700, which, with 6% making +1 in
the other room, cost 22 IMPs, which | am pretty sure
will be the biggest swing of the tournament.

I'm pleased to report that the pair bidding the making
74 was Fredrik Jarlvik and Tatyana Trendafilova of
team Cantor; being doubled just put a cherry on top of
the icing on the cake. When the Skeidar pair stopped
in 5¢ we scored a 'mere' 17 IMPs This was Fredrik
and Tatyana's auction; have a look at their auction
then decide for yourself whether you think they bid it to
make, or as a save, or as a two-way shot.

7

Fredrik &;ny
-

West North East South

Aaseng Jarlvik Johansen Trendafilova
14

29 Pass 49 Pass

Pass ANT* 5% 6¢

oY 74 Dbl Pass

Pass Pass

ANT two-suiter

Have you decided? Then here is the truth as e mailed
to me by Fredrik: "74 was of course very lucky. | chose
to pass first round, but then | got better cards. | bid it
as a 'save'. Some days 6¥ can be made and some
days 74 can be made. This was a good day." Note
that if they had been scoring up against Zia's table the
swing would have been 4030 for a maximum 24 IMPs,
something I've never seen in real life.

-
4

Naren Gupta on ALT TV

Zia: ‘Naren is a One-Man Army’

Naren Gupta (born 1948) is one of India's highest-
profile venture capital investors, and is the founder
of investment company Nexus Venture Partners, as
well as various investment and software firms.

Mr. Gupta, nowadays residing in California near
Silicon Valley, is also a successful bridge player,
who together with his partner Zia Mahmood was
on top of the Alt Triple F Race after leg one.

Check ALT TV and find out what Naren has to say
on topics such as playing with Zia, his former
bridge partner Huub Bertens, and his wife Vinita.

‘'m not in competition, except with my self’



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBLolFwhSqI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBLolFwhSqI&feature=youtu.be

A Mathemalician's
Nightmare

by Jos Jacobs

Halfway the second round of the February leg of the
Alt New Competition, the board below occurred.

Brd 8. West/None
oA
YK109764
¢ AQ
SA1092

49 v -
ve v
¢ K7 0 o
T¥eN *
J7
J3
109862

o & €1
WO

As you can see, even 13 tricks are available in either
red suit. | will mainly look at the heart contracts
because diamonds were trumps at none of the 30
tables in play; understandably so, as a spade lead
would be quite unpleasant to cope with in practice.

A club lead in a heart contract is making declarer's
task a delicate one as well. Getting to eleven tricks
would still be straightforward anyway but when your
bidding has been ambitious enough, you will no doubt
have reached the heart slam and thus have to make
one more.

But what is the best line, on a percentage basis? It
might take some time to find out but a priori
percentages on this board are pretty useless because
EW intervened in one or even two black suits at all
tables, thus reducing your calculations to nothing but
more or less educated guesses. The choice is basically
between ruffing club losers in South and exploiting its
long diamond suit but in either case, the main problem
is, as so often and anywhere, communication.

Let's first have a look at poor Bill Pettis' fate as North
in 6¥. He won the fspade lead perforce and continued
with the A, #Q. West won the king and continued a
club. He won the ace and all he had to do now was
take the right view in trumps: one down when he next
cashed the YKA.

His team, the Amateurs, was facing the Skeidar team,
with Geir Helgemo in the North seat. Against him,
West had opened 3% whereas at the other table, EW
had only bid and raised spades. This explains East's
lead of the #7 (!). After winning the ace, Helgemo had

-7 -

a serious problem: the diamonds might be out of
reach if dummy's trumps are to be used for club ruffs.
When Geir decided to play ¢A, 4Q, West won his king
and returned a club for dummy to ruff. One down
when the ¥Q did not appear in time. No swing here.
Todor Tiholov for the Harris team got a #K lead. He,
however, decided to win, ruff a club, finesse the Q,
cash the ¢A, ruff another club and use his #A as an
entry to ruff the last club, thus losing only to the ¥Q.
Problem solved. Well done.

Onno Eskes for the Objectivity team got a spade lead
because clubs had not been mentioned in the auction
at his table. At this point, he looked well set to choose
a losing line but no, he followed the same approach as
Tiholov, entirely voluntarily ruffing all his clubs and thus
ending up with the same 12 well-deserved tricks.

Over now to the match in which interesting things were
happening at both tables: Donner versus Gupta.

Closed Room:

West North East South
C. Rimstedt  N. Gupta Dwyer Zia

3% 39v Pass 4%
Pass ANT Pass 5¢
Pass 6v Pass Pass
Pass

Dwyer led the #K and the first card Naren Gupta
played after winning the ace was a heart to dummy's




jack, thus using West's 3% opening bid to his
advantage. When a diamond to his queen won the
next trick, Naren could afford to cash the ¢A as well.
When this brought down the king, Naren's problems
were all over. His score of +1010 was not matched by
any declarer.

Whether or not this score would bring a decent IMP
swing remained to be seen as this was what
happened in the replay:

Open Room

West North East South

Volcker Michielsen T. Bessis Cullin

Pass 1 Pass 14
2% 29 24 4
44 Pass Pass Dbl

Pass Pass Pass

1 was Strong Club and the 14 reply showed 0-4
high card points on a 3-2-1 basis. South showed his
heart fit with 4¢ but North was happy to pass South's
suggestion of a certain plus. And what a plus it was:
timed to perfection. South led the 4J on which dummy
played low, but North overtook (perforce) and
immediately played #A and a club. South ruffed and
tried another diamond to North's ace to obtain another

club ruff, when declarer failed to ruff with his king and
play a trump himself. Declarer might have done so to
save an undertrick. As it was, South ruffed, cashed his
YA and led a diamond ruffed by North with her ace.
North's last club then produced the fifth undertrick
when South's #Q got promoted into a trick.

So that was 1100, making it a 3 IMP swing to the
Donner team.

This defense is certainly worth a nomination for the
Master Point Press Best Defense Award.

In yet another match, they also reached 44X played by
East, but here South, Mike Rippey, led his club. North,
Kamil Nowak, won the ace and returned the 2 for his
partner to ruff. In spite of this, Rippey played a low
heart away from his ace but Nowak won his YK and
tried another club. Rather than ruffing with the king
and playing a trump, declarer (Alon Apteker) shed a
diamond so South scored his #J as well. Only now
came two rounds of diamonds followed by North's last
club. When declarer again failed to ruff high, he too
suffered the ignominy of conceding 1100, albeit in a far
less merciless way than we saw in the Donner team's
defense.

As the adjudicators would say: 'Close, but no cigar.'

THE ALT BEST HANDS AWARDS

We encourage kibitzers, players and journalists to nominate interesting or beautiful
hands from Alt events, season 2021, for one of these awards:

THE ALT BEST BID HAND

72

bid72 Best Bid Alt Hand

BeBridge Best Played Alt Hand

Master Point Press Best Defended Alt Hand

You can e-mail your contributions to altbesthands@gmail.com.

When you do so, you run the risk that your nomination will be published in The Bulletin. Award winners and their
nominators will be rewarded with nice prizes such as Master Point Press vouchers for bridge books and
subscriptions to BeBridge Magazine and bid72, the premium app on bridge bidding.



https://bid72.com/
https://www.masterpointpress.com/pages/home.php
https://www.bridge-eshop.com/fr/content/39-bebridge-vous-offre-un-cadeau-exceptionnel-?utm_source=site&amp;utm_medium=slider&amp;utm_campaign=bebrideanniversaire
altbesthands@gmail.com

Coup de grace
An Alt BeBridge Best Declared Hand Nomination

by Martin Cantor

Kamila Solska of Poland has nominated this hand from
the Alt Swiss Team-Pairs for Best Declarer Play.
Meanwhile Dave Galt from the USA, one of my BBO
co-commentators, also told me about it, describing it
as 'a trump coup setup (with a little help from the
defense)'.

Alt Swiss Teams-Pairs. Match 5. Board 7. S/All

A AJ1052 & K8

vyQJ YAT2

¢ J1085 ¢ KQ93

Q09 S J732

West North East South

Lesniewski  S. Rimstedt Seligman Donner

Pass

14 Dbl Rdbl 29

Pass Pass 3v Pass
36 Pass 4 Pass

Pass Pass

Sandra Rimstedt started off with the two top clubs and
then, with a badly placed YK, and perhaps hoping that
partner's probable four trumps could produce a trick,
cashed the diamond ace. This was the defensive slip
referred to by Dave Galt (and by David Burn in live
commentary), since it gave declarer the timing and
entries needed for the trump coup to pick up South's
Qo64.

Of course, Marcin Lesniewski didn't know the trump
position yet, but he made no mistake, reading it
perfectly from the auction and the play to date. He
won the diamond continuation in dummy, then #K and
finesse of the #J. Trusting his reading of the cards he
played the 4J and overtook it with the queen while
South had to follow, then played the #J. If South ruffs
it gives the trump suit so he discarded a heart, and
declarer discarded his last diamond.

Now Lesniewski could repeat the process by playing
the 49, on which both he and Gary Donner in South
discarded hearts to leave this:

Marcin Lesniewski

o -

vYK106

¢ -

*3
4A105 N -
vaQ W o VAT
‘- z .-
*- *7

4Q09

v9s

¢ -

& -

Now came the losing #7, and again South could not
afford to ruff, so away went another heart and declarer
could finally shorten his trumps to the same length as
South. The YA was cashed and another heart was the
trump coup de grace.



by Elisabeth van Ettinger

Almost sixty years ago Otto e mezzo, one of the film
classics of all time, was produced under the direction
of Federico Fellini. Great, but what does that have to
do with bridge? Everything, especially when you look
at board 15, round 2 on which Thomas Bessis, a
genius possessed of a magic touch, showed a
prodigious style much like the actors in Fellini's
movies.

S/NS
10842 # KQ65
VA vYQ6432
¢+Q754 ¢ K2
dAOQ72 K3

4073

Y75

¢+ A983

J1064

The question is: can EW make 447 Let's first have a
look at the tables were the spade game was actually
made. South led a heart, the obvious thing to do,
since his partner had opened with 19. Declarer won
the ace and played a diamond to king and ace.
Defense will still prevail if South switches to a trump;
North wins the ace and continues with &J. At several
tables, however, South did not find the much needed
switch and the cross-ruff gave declarer a relatively
easy ride to ten tricks.

Having said so, let's follow the play in the match
between Donner and Gupta, two pre-tournament
favorites.

Closed room

West North East South

Rimstedt Gupta Dwyer Zia
Pass

Pass 1v Pass Pass

Dbl Pass 14 Dbl

Pass INT Dbl Pass

Pass Pass

1 take-out

The doubled partscore had no play and when the
smoke cleared, EW duly collected 500. Nobody
thought of 4&.

FEDERICO FELLINI

PER-OLA CULLIN THOMAS BESSIS
FREDERIC VOLCKER MARION MICHIELSEN

| had the opportunity to follow the open room live on
BBO.

West North East South
Volcker Michielsen Bessis Cullen

Pass
Pass 1v Pass Pass
Dbl Pass 24 Pass
44 Pass Pass Pass

Frédéric Volcker's aggressive jump to 44 showed great
confidence in his partner's declarer skills. Right or
wrong, South led his partner's suit. Dummy's ace won
and declarer played a diamond to the king. Per-Ola
Cullin took the ace and correctly switched to a trump.
Marion Michielsen won the ace and returned &J.
Thomas Bessis won #K and went into the tank, for
him a rare situation.

| checked my watch and noticed that it took Thomas
exactly 872 minutes to resume play. | have to admit
that, after this defense, | saw no way to grab ten
tricks. But Thomas had a plan. He ruffed a heart,
played a club to the king and advanced another heart:



YK109

+106

*Q8
4 10 4Q6
v- B o vQ?2
+Q75 S *2
*AQ7 : &3

If South discards a diamond or a club that suit will be
ruffed high and produces trick number ten. Per-Ola
ruffed instead, and now the contract was doomed.

Post Mortem

1. I nominate Per-Ola Cullin for the Alt Master Point
Press Best Defense Award since, as where others
failed, he found the correct defense at two different
stages.

2. | analyzed the hand in DeepFinesse. The hand
could be made after the heart lead via a surrealistic

- Fellini-ish - 4Q (!) at trick two. After that card a
dazzling series of variations opens up; way too much
to describe, but believe me, they could fill a whole
bulletin.
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bid72

dealer East vulnerability None NBW-03
West East
@ AK1083 &2 . .
v Y AKJ1064 sign up for the bic
¢ A95 ®KQJus
& AK64 & Q10
10 7 6 5
7¢ 6NT 7NT 6% 64 79

» Anyone?

West North East South

— — ) Pass Something went terrible wrong here.
0 Pass 24 Pass Who is to blame?

3& Pass 39 Pass

3NT Pass Pass Pass



https://bid72.com/
https://www.masterpointpress.com/pages/home.php

During lockdown we occasionally attempt to create
some of the things that are currently impossible. On
Friday evenings we go for 'Movie Night' where we
indulge in pizza and popcorn while watching a film, be
it ancient or modern. Last week we went for a Disney
classic, Frozen and | was reminded of it when this deal
appeared on my screen:

Round 1
Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.

MaA54

Y76

¢J972

»AQ82
4086 N AaKQJ732
¥1032 W 0 vJ85
¢ A853 7 ¢ Q10
K109 S»64

& 10

YAKQO94

¢ K64

S J753
Open Room
West North East South
Malinowski ~ De Donder De Botton Bahbout

1v

Pass INT* 24 Dbl*
36 Dbl Pass 4
Pass 5& Pass Pass
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

1NT Forcing one round
Dbl Takeout

West led the #8 and declarer won with dummy's ace,
ruffed a spade and played the #J for the king and ace.
After ruffing another spade declarer played a club to
the queen followed by three rounds of hearts. When

the suit divided declarer played a fourth heart and
when West ruffed declarer claimed, +550.

Zia made 5% by coming to hand with a heart at trick
two, playing a club to the queen, cashing the %A and
then playing hearts. West ruffed in with the #K but
could do no better than cash the #A. Amir Levin and
David Grainger also took 11 tricks (the former being
doubled).

Closed Room

West North East South

V Labaere Hoftaniska Labaere Charlsen
1v

Pass INT Pass 2"

Pass 24 Pass 2 4

Pass 246 Dbl Pass

Pass 2NT Pass 3

Pass Pass Pass

2% Gazzill

2¢ 8+

The early play was identical, but after the first round of
clubs declarer played on hearts and East ruffed the
fourth round and played a spade, West ruffing and
exiting with a club which left declarer to open up the
frozen suit, +110.

Open Room
West North East South
Donner Lee Rimstedt Moss
1v
Pass INT* Pass 2%
Pass 28" Dbl Pass
Pass 2NT Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

INT F1; 24 'Best raise'



East led the #Q and declarer took the third round
having discarded a club and a diamond from dummy.
He cashed five hearts pitching diamonds, played the
&J for the king and ace, cashed the #Q and exited
with a club for +400 and 7 IMPs against the +130
recorded at the other table.

| don't know who first coined the phrase, 'frozen suit'
(was it Patrick Jourdain?), but if you want to know
more about the topic | suggest you visit Richard
Pavlicek's site: http://www.rpbridge.net/8j65.htm

Contrasting Fortunes

If you want to become successful | recommend you
form an alliance with a partner who has a name that
can easily be amalgamated with your own. The most
famous example is Meckstroth & Rodwell who are
universally known as Meckwell, but close behind come
Helgeness, the amalgam of Helgemo & Helness (I have
often wondered if one could make something of
Versace and Ventura). On this deal the latter were
involved in different matches, with wildly contrasting
results:

Round 2
Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.
AaKQ84
YA98
¢AQ9
S»KQ9
a7 N 490632
YKQ1074 W o ¥6532
486543 Z ¢ KJ10
s AJ S»76
aAJ105
vJ
¢ 72
1085432
Closed Room
West North East South
Wrang Hoftaniska Palma Helness
Pass
1v Dbl 29* 24
Pass 49 Pass ANT
Pass L N Pass (61
Pass Pass Pass
2¥ Bad raise
4% Good 44 raise
ANT RKCB

5& (/3 key cards

West led the YK and declarer won with dummy's ace,
played a spade to the jack and a club, West taking the
ace as declarer unblocked the #Q and returning the
¥Q. Declarer ruffed, drew trumps, cashed the #K and
claimed, +980.

Open Room
West North East South
Bakhshi Z Grossack Townsend Lebowitz
Pass
29~ Dbl 39" Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

2V 59 & 4+%/4, preemptive
3¥ Preemptive

North led the Y8 and declarer won with the king and
played a diamond to the jack. When that held he
played a heart to the queen and could not be denied
nine tricks, +630 and 17 IMPs.

Closed Room

West North East South
Soliman Helgemo Chechelashvili Andresen
Pass
1v Dbl 3v 4
59 61 Dbl Pass
Pass Pass

West led the #3 for the queen and king and East
returned the jack, declarer winning with dummy's ace
and a club. West took the ace and when declarer did
not unblock one of dummy's honors he could not
avoid two down, -300.

Open Room
West North East South
Aaseng Pettis Bogo Lo
Pass
1v Dbl 3v 34
Pass 44 Pass Pass
Pass

That was worth 13 IMPs.
Wild Thing
Do you like deals that feature high-level bidding by

both sides? Then this one might be just your cup of
teal

Round 3
Board 3. Dealer South. EW Vul.

4 QJ873

¥Y107632

Q_

»KQ2
& 109 N AaA54
YAQOQ9 W O YKJ54
¢AJ108764 ¢ KQ32
9 S AB

AaKB?2

¥vs8

495

SJ1087543


http://www.rpbridge.net/8j65.htm

Alain Lévy

Closed Room

West North East South
Black Wooldridge Gold Edmonds
3
3¢ 5& 6¢ Pass
Pass 7% Dbl Pass
Pass Pass

There was nothing to the play, declarer losing three
tricks, -500, which was worth 13 IMPs against the
+1390 recorded at the other table.

Closed Room

West North East South
M Bessis De Donder Lévy Bahbout
3
3¢ 5& L N Pass
6y Pass 74 Pass
Pass Pass

East's brilliant 6 bid indicated he had ambitions
beyond 64 and resulted in the laydown grand slam
being reached. It was worth 13 IMPs.

Where North only raised to 4 East could bid 4NT
(Tom Johansen and Lasse Aasend went down that
route) and get to 74, despite further intervention. Pierre
Bedouet saw North bid 3NT over 34 and his 4% was
answered by his partner's 4% so they also got to 7¢.

The only match in which both sides bid 74 was that
between Objectivity and Canadian and Friends.
Otherwise it was always worth a swing, the others to
collect it being Jacob Freeman and Christian Lahrmann
(over the latter's 6 cue bid his partner simply jumped
to 74) and Kees Bouwen and Jan de Winter.

There were two other auctions worth noting:

Closed Room

West North East South
Enfield Kranyak Hinze Wilson
Pass
14* 24 3NT Pass
Pass Pass
1¢ 11-15, 2+¢
2¢ Majors
They only reached 64 in the other room.
Open Room
West North East South
Moss Hoftaniska Lee Helness
- - - 3
3¢ 34 4 4
5¢ Pass 54 Dbl
Pass Pass Rdbl* Pass
6¢ (6L Pass Pass
74 Pass Pass 1L
Dbl Pass Pass Pass
Rdbl  First round control

East led the 5 and West won with the ace and swit-
ched to the #9, East taking the ace and returning the
six for a ruff, declarer unblocking the clubs. The YQ
forced declarer to ruff and he played the #K followed
by a second spade. East won and cashed two hearts
for six down, -1400, a push against 1390.

Change of Direction

One of the toughest decisions for a defender is whe-
ther or not to attack a new suit. Here is an example
from the fourth round:

Round 4
Board 16. Dealer West. EW Vul.
A K10942
YAKT7?2
432
»76
MAQT765
0 v¥643
Z ¢ K
SAB832



Open Room

West North East South
Malinowski Michielsen de Botton Cullin
Pass 14 Pass 2%
Pass 24 Pass 29*
Dbl Pass* Pass 3¢
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass
2%  Game forcing, asking

24  No shortage
2¥  Asking
Pass 5-7 points where A=3 K=2 Q=1

East led the ¥4 for the five, eight and seven and West
continued with the queen, declarer winning with the
ace as East followed with the six. A diamond for the
king and ace was followed by dummy's ¢J and West
won and continued with the ¥9. Declarer won and
played a club to the queen and when it held she
cashed the diamonds. That saw East reduced to #AQ
#A and when declarer exited with a club East had to
surrender the game going trick to the &K,

In the replay South was the declarer and West led a
club, East winning and returning the suit which
effectively killed the dummy, the contract finishing one
down, a 10 IMP swing.

3NT was only made on two other occasions - in the
same match! Alexander Allfrey got a diamond lead
from West so was under no pressure, while in the
replay Henrik Petersen, having passed initially, got a
spade lead from East and collected an overtrick and
an IMP.

Well Suited

In the days when | was reading Bridge Magazine as
opposed to editing it, | was always eager to try the
bidding contest that was coordinated by Joe Amsbury.
It often featured deals where it was important to play in
the right suit. One such appeared in round 5:

Round 5
Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
A KQ10843
vJo?2
49043
»5
a7 N A A5
YK854 W o YA1073
¢ KJ10876 Z ¢ AQ
S K7 »AQ986
4 JOB2
vYQ6
452
SJ10432

Looking at just the EW hands you would like to play in
74. In a team game 64 is a safer slam than 69, which

might be defeated by a bad break. Here it looks as if
74 will fail because of the club split, but it's worth a
closer look. If North, having shown a weak two in
spades leads a trump against 74 declarer can draw
trumps. That gives us nine of North's cards and the
next move is to cash the YK and play a heart to the
ace. When South plays an honor on the second round
the principle of restricted choice suggests that North
holds the missing one. If that is the case, North is
6-3-3-1. That might persuade declarer to run the club
nine! However, if North leads the #K then an important
entry is removed and declarer is hardly likely to follow
the double-dummy line that is now required.

Three pairs reached 74 (well bid indeed!) and one of
them made it when North didn't find the right discards.

Judgment Call

From time to time a player cannot rely on sophisticated
methods, but must rather use his or her judgment to
determine the appropriate course of action. This deal
from round 6 is a case in point:

Round 6
Board 15. Dealer South. NS Vul.
4843
¥10865
¢AJDB3
S04
MaAKQJ762 & 1095
v7 YK93
¢ K4 ¢ 10976
765 d»KQ2
Open Room
West North East South
Umur Gillis Koksoy Svendsen
1v
44 59 Pass oY
Pass Pass Pass

West led the #A and declarer ruffed, played a diamond
to the jack and the #9 for the king and ace. He
continued with the #J and East won and played the
410. Declarer won with dummy's ace and advanced
the Y10, running it when East followed with the ¥3.
Moments later declarer was claiming. It was worth 16
IMPs against the 44 played in the other room.

Aris Bremer and Jan van den Hoek also got there via
19-(44)-59-(54)-69. That sequence would allow some
players to use both Pass and Double in a conventional
way, the Pass/Double inversion preferred by Meckwell
and many other top flight players is one option.
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In round 3 the match in Group D between Vinita and
Zhao produced some nice defensive problems.

Board 2. Dealer East. NS Vul.

AaKQJO953

vyQs

45

dAT32
& 1062 MAT
vJ43 W o v109
¢ Q1092 7 ¢AJ8BTS3
S J6B5 S»KQ109

4384

YAK7652

¢ K64

s34
West North East South
De Wijs Gupta Muller Bilde

14 1v

Pass 14 Pass 29
Pass 3¢ Pass 3NT
Pass 49 Pass Pass
Pass

1¢  2+4,11-15; 3¢ cue bid

The popular contracts were 44 by North and 4% by
South. To confine a spade contract to nine tricks, East

needs to lead a heart. This was found
once, by Alon Apteker - against 24,

To beat 49 West has to lead a club.
Simon de Wijs duly led the #5, ducked to
the queen. Bauke Muller correctly
continued with the #K to the ace.
Declarer, Morten Bilde, advanced the #K
from dummy. Fearing a singleton spade in
South, Muller won with the ace which
gave declarer a chance to win the
contract. Upon seeing his partner
following with the #10 (odd number)
Muller shot back a spade. Now declarer
can draw two rounds of trumps, ending in
North, discard a diamond on a high
spade and play a diamond towards his
king. Instead Bilde directly played the 45
and now the defense was in command
again. Muller went up with the ace and
played a third round of clubs. Declarer
ruffed, cashed the YA, crossed to the YQ
and discarded a diamond on the 4Q.
However, he had no entry to his hand to
draw the last trump. He ruffed the %7 but
was overruffed for down one.

In the replay South made ten tricks in 3%
for a gain of 7 IMPs for Zhao.

Three boards later Bilde again was the
victim of an accurate, be it less difficult

defense by De Wijs and Muller.

Board 5. Dealer North. NS Vul.

o & €1
~N©O© T >
N Ol O

o1 N

West
De Wijs

Pass
Pass
Pass

2NT NF

s J
YAQ1073
¢ AKQJ84
s 5
AaKQ73
N vo
W9 +1072
»AJ843
& 10985
vJo
463
S»KQ1096
North East South
Gupta Muller Bilde
14 Pass 14
29 Pass 2NT*
39y Pass 3NT
Pass Pass

De Wijs led a club, the unbid suit. Muller took the #7
with the ace and shifted to the #Q. He continued with
the king and the 3 to the 10 and the ace. De Wijs' only
hope to beat the contract was his partner holding the



410 with at least two small. So he exited with the €9,
locking declarer in dummy. Bilde cashed the YA, gave
up a heart and claimed eight tricks. This was a push
as NS at the other table went one off in 5¢.

On Board 7 De Wijs executed a pseudo triple squeeze
to bring in a tricky 44 contract.

Board 7. Dealer South. Both Vul.

A 42
YKQ42
¢ KJ103
&»KQ10
a AKQJ8B75 & 10
v53 w o vJ6
¢ Q6 7 ¢ A87
54 dAQ87632
4063
YA10987
$9542
s J
West North East South
De Wijs Gupta Muller Bilde
Pass
14 Dbl 1INT* 24 4
34 Pass 4 Pass
Pass Pass
INT clubs

Declarer has nine tricks from top. To defeat 44 South
must play a diamond when in with the PA.

Vinita Gupta led the YQ. For some reason Bilde over-
took with the ace in order to shift to the 5. This went
to the 6, the 10 and the 7. North might have cashed
the YK now but she played a trump. De Wijs rattled off
his spades, putting pressure on North in three suits.
She discarded two hearts, a club and a diamond,

hanging on to a fistful of honors. Then came the last
spade in this ending:

o -

¥ K

¢ KJ

& KQ
a7 N o -
v3 vJ
+Q W9 ¢ A8
»54 s A9

o -

v 10

¢942

LN

It is clear that North cannot afford to discard the YK,
while the 4J should be kept if declarer has ¢Qx left.
Hoping to find her partner with #Jx, she parted with
the king of clubs. De Wijs now made the #9 as his
tenth trick. North should have gotten this right. If

declarer had a stiff club, he would have kept a third
club in dummy to ruff out the suit.

At the other table Bob Hamman was allowed to make
2# with two overtricks: 10 IMPs to Zhao.

Gupta got a bit of revenge two boards later.

Board 9. Dealer North. EW Vul.

AKI72

YAB863

¢QJ8

33
685 N 4 QJ103
vyQJioz W O YK4
¢ AK1053 7 464
S A9 d»QJ765

AMAB4

¥975

972

d»K104 2
West North East South
De Wijs Gupta Muller Bilde

Pass Pass Pass

INT* 2% 3NT Pass
Pass Pass

INT 15-17; 2% majors

Declarer won the lead of the ¥3 with dummy's king
and played a diamond to the 10 and the jack. Gupta
returned a heart, which De Wijs took with the jack. He
cashed four diamond tricks and played a spade:

aK97

vYAS

¢ -

&8
485 N 4QJ10
v Q10 W o v-
‘- Z ‘-
*A9 *QJ7

Y

v7

¢ -

K104

This ran to Bilde's ace. He returned #4 to the king.
Gupta cashed the YA and exited with a heart. As a
result South could score the last trick with the #K.

Declarer could have prevailed. Therefore he needs to
remove North's exit cards in hearts before cashing ¢AK
and giving up a diamond. The defense will not be able
to prevent him from scoring a black trick in dummy.
The only lead to beat 3NT is a club, which sets up a
trick in the suit before declarer has nine. At the other
table North opened a 10-12 NT, which was passed
out. The contract went three off: 6 IMPs to Vinita that
won the match by 30 to 26 IMPs (11.2-8.8 VP).



I don't have a lot of hair left, and most of what | have
is already grey. Not for the first time this week one of
my team turned a few more of them grey (watching
them has also had me pulling a few more out this
week).

First take a look at this hand as a single dummy
problem. North deals with EW vulnerable and East is
trying to make 3NT.

N

AAKB54 o 472
v5 z YK8642
¢ KJ42 *AQ
*986 *AQ75

Suppose first that there is no opposition bidding. You
have seven top tricks and a club or heart lead gives
you an eighth. As the saying goes, 'where there are
eight there are nine', but where will you look for it? You
could try the finesse in whichever round suit wasn't
led, or you could try for spades 3-3, or you could try
for North to hold the three missing club honors. Also,
rather than finesses, there might be endplay
possibilities and as an expert you would surely rather
go for an endplay than a simple finesse.

What about if the opponents get involved in the
auction? Where North passed, and East 19, South
overcalled 14, which rules out that suit. Where East
opened INT South showed both majors, ruling out
both the majors. Two Norths had a 2NT opening for
both minors weak, which also gave declarer a lot of
useful information. And four (yes four) Norths opened
3% - | know that the late great John Armstrong would
have approved.

| was watching this board at two tables. Firstly | was
commentating on Gupta v Donner, where Thomas
Bessis opened 19, Brad Moss overcalled 14, and
Frédéric Volcker played 3NT from the West seat, on
the lead of the 49. He took his time, but played it
accurately. He cashed the two top diamonds, crossed
to hand in spades, and played the #9 for the 10, Q
and 3. He cashed the #A, went to dummy in spades
again, took the other two diamonds, and exited in
spades to endplay Moss who had to give him the YK
for his ninth trick. As Brad pointed out, he could have
avoided the heart endplay by keeping the #3, when
instead of the heart king the ninth trick would be
dummy's &4,

With my other eye | was kibitzing Black v Cantor
where the auction was even more revealing

West North East South
Nygaard Paske Petersen  Mcintosh
3" 3v Pass
36 Pass 3NT Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

A AGONY
WRECSTAS

OF A NON-PLAYING CAPTAI}}I

» directed by Martin Cantor

3% ‘"can be very weak" [you don't say!]

Tosh Mclntosh led his partner's suit, and since as far
as | know even John Armstrong never opened at the
three level on a four-card suit, that distribution was
already known. The double had to be based on good
hearts sitting over the bid, so that helped to place the
cards, and made it imperative to keep North off lead.
The lead was covered by the 9, 10 and queen, then
the &7 went to the 9, K and 10. That #10 was also
pretty suggestive. The diamonds were unblocked, and
another spade played to dummy, North discarding a
club. It took the table as long to play the hand to this
point as it has taken me to describe it, with Henrik
Petersen taking most of the time, during which time |
suffered agonies while my need for a barber was
diminishing apace, my need for hair dye increasing
similarly. When South threw a heart on the third
diamond (East ditched a club) the entire distribution
was revealed, and it was clear to cash the fourth dia-
mond and exit a spade to South who was welcome to
his three tricks there and his ace of hearts. It might
have been clear, but it still didn't happen quickly,
despite all my efforts at long distance telepathy. But, in
time, and to my relief and ecstasy, Henrik figured it out
- he'll probably tell me that he was just double and
triple checking.

It recalls a story from one of Mike Lawrence's ‘over the
shoulder' books where he is playing with a client. The
client takes an eternity over what to Mike seems a
simple and obvious decision, so Mike asks him what
took so long. To which the client replies with the
immortal words "Would you rather | was right slowly or



wrong quickly?". Thank you, Henrik, for being right, Match 7 Board 9. N/EW
albeit slowly, and for bringing in 13 IMPs that helped & 10
us to a 5 IMP victory. Y107
4109873
The full board is below, and if you want to see how dKJ1042
everyone else fared on the board just go to A AKB54 N 72
v5 W 0 YK8642
https://bridgeresults.org/o/2021_alt_newco_2/2021_alt | ¢ KJ 4 2 7 ¢ AQ
_newco_2_d105p.asp#BRD #9086 SdAQT75
#QJ983
YAQUJ9O3
¢65
%3

THE ALT 2021 SEASON

22 - 26 February 2021
15 - 17 March 2021

29 March - 2 April 2021
12 - 16 April 2021

26 - 30 April 2021

10 - 14 May 2021

24 - 28 May 2021

7 - 11 June 2021

21 - 25 June 2021

5 -9 July 2021

9 - 13 August 2021

23 - 27 August 2021

6 - 10 September 2021
20 - 24 September 2021
11 - 15 October 2021
25 - 29 October 2021

8 - 12 November 2021
15 - 19 November 2021

13 - 17 December 2021

New Alt Competition - Event 2
Mini Alt Teams (3 day event)
New Alt Competition - Event 3
Alt Board a Match Invitational I
New Alt Competition - Event 4
Alt - to be announced...

New Alt Competition - Event 5
Alt - to be announced...

New Alt Competition - Event 6
Alt - to be announced...

Alt - to be announced...

New Alt Competition - Event 7
Alt - to be announced...

New Alt Competition - Event 8
Alt - to be announced...

New Alt Competition - Event 9
New Alt Competition - Event 10
Alt - to be announced...

New Alt Competition - Event X
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the Bassie
and

Bobbie Tuales

] Bobbie

DRIJVER-OF-THE-DAY

by Toine van Hoof

We had to wait until the last match to see both Bas
and Bob Dirijver in action. Bas (40) played in team
Moss against Lebowitz, Bob (34) in team Fredin
against Quaranteam. Both were seated North, so we
could compare their scores. The younger brother won
with flying colors (69-17) so he is our first Drijver of the
day. Four deals were notable.

Board 12. Dealer West. NS Vul.

M A4

YAJ

¢ 764

S»J76542
6 JOB2 N & K105
vyQi07 W 0 YK952
¢ Q9883 z ¢ J105
%908 Q103

4 Q8783

¥8643

¢ AK2

s A K
West North East South
Madala Bas Bilde Brink
Pass Pass Pass INT
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

Agustin Madala led a spade. Dennis Bilde won with
the king and returned a spade, leaving Sjoert Brink no
chance: NS minus 200.

West North East South
Zamir Bob Yekutieli Nab
Pass Pass INT* Dbl*

29 2NT* Pass 3™
Pass 3¢ Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

INT 9-14
Dbl  penalty
2¢  ¢+major

2NT & weak or strong
3% forced
3¢ & strong

At Bob's table 3NT ended up in the North hand. It
took a while before Asaf Yekutieli realized he was on
lead. He could not be blamed for leading the 4#J: NS
plus 600 and 13 IMPs to Bob.

Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul.

& 1032

YK43

¢ QJ1085

S AK
MAJ4 AaK75
vJ9865 WNO YAQ1072
9073 7 42
H»9O7 10862

4 Q986

v -

¢ AKB4

»QJ543
West North East South
Madala Bas Bilde Brink

Pass 1"

Pass 14* 1v Dbl*
3v 3NT Pass Pass
Pass
1d 241
14  negative / balanced / natural
Dbl takeout



Bart Nab

When Bas at his second turn bid 3NT, Brink saw no
reason to run. Dennis Bilde found the killing lead of a
small spade. Agustin Madala considered playing the
jack, but then decided to go up with the ace and push
the ¥J through: three down. NS minus 150.

West North East South
Zamir Bob Yekutieli Nab
Pass 1"
Pass 14~ 1v 14
3v Dbl* Pass 44
Pass 5¢ Pass Pass
Pass
1% 2+

1¢ 0O-7any/ ¢/ 4-4M 8-9 / bal strong
3¥ Mixed Raise
Dbl  GF (usually with )

Bob launched a more flexible double, which prompted
Bart Nab to bid 44. A spade lead would also have
been killing against 54 but West chose an unfortunate
YA. Bob ruffed, cashed the ace and queen of dia-
monds, unblocked the clubs, crossed to the ¢K and
claimed twelve tricks. NS plus 420; Bob 11 IMPs.

Board 15. Dealer South. NS Vul.

46

YAQJ93

¢ K543

*KJ10
4KQ94 v 4aA1087
VK7 W o v 1085
+QJ86 5 *9
*Q95 #86432

4J532

v642

$A1072

*AT

West North East South

Madala Bas Bilde Brink
Pass

14 1v Dbl* 29*

26 39y Pass Pass

Pass

Dbl  4+#; 29 no heart lead

Uncharacteristically Brink-Drijver missed a vulnerable
game on this hand. NS plus 170.

West North East South
Zamir Bob Yekutieli Nab

Pass
INT* 29~ Pass 2NT*
Pass 3¢ Pass 49
Pass Pass Pass

INT 10-13; 29 5% + minor
2NT asks for minor

After Ami Zamir's mini NT Drijver-Nab had an easy ride
to 49. Bob won the diamond lead in dummy, finessed
the ¥Q, ruffed a club in dummy and played another
heart. When the king appeared he won the ace, drew
the last trump, cashed the ¢K and claimed ten tricks.
NS plus 620 and Bob 10 IMPs.

Board 16. Dealer West. EW Vul.

6 J5

Y75

¢ 107

SPAKQJ1064
a AQ104 N A K92
YA42 W O ¥YyKJ1083
¢ AK2 Z ¢653
#9082 S53

483763

vYyQ96

¢QJ984

S 7
West North East South
Madala Bas Bilde Brink
INT Pass 24 Pass
28" Pass 3¢ Pass
3v Pass 49 Pass
Pass Pass

26  max with 39; 3eretransfer

Over Madala's 1NT opener Bas decided to stay quiet.
Sometimes the opponents will end up in 3NT, but this
was not such a day. Madala located the ¥Q and made
eleven tricks: NS minus 650.

West North East South
Zamir Bob Yekutieli Nab
INT 3% Pass Pass
Pass

Bob managed to silence East with a 3 overcall: NS
minus 100 and Bob another 11 IMPs.



I

Bridge Dase

£ H I | M

Free, unlimited bridge on BBO

Your online bridge club

social play, ACEL Games., Tournamenls. Solilaire,

2 Cormputer, tablet ar mehile phane:
Play on your favarite device!




2021 NEW ALT COMPETITION (NewCo)
Alt Team Points Ranking

Team Total Points | Event 1 | Event 2 | Event 3 | Event4 | Event 5 Event 8 | Event 9 |[Event 10
MOSS 950 450 500
LEBOWITZ 900 500 400,
DONNER 400 450
DE BOTTON 750 450 300
EDMONDS 300 400,
RED DEVILS 500 200
SKEIDAR 175 350
IAMATEURS 200 300
IALTSHULER 125 300
GUPTA 300 100
NICKELL 400 —|
CANTOR 150 200
GILLIS 100 250
BLACK 200 100
ORCA 200 75
FREDIN 100 150
SALVO 50 200
IVINITA 30 175
ZHAO - 200
FOLLOW SUIT (ISRAEL) 30 150
QUARANTEAM 60 100
HOK 30 125
RIPPEY 75 75
WILSON 30 75
BRIDGESCANNER -
GREECE
CANADIAN & FRIENDS 60|
OBJECTIVITY (IMP) 50
JEDI KNIGHTS 40
HARRIS 30
MIXED NUTS 30
NETBRIDGE
KOEPPEL
RED TURTLE
SMALL IN NAME ONLY
ULI

I|3|@e|e|~N|n|o|slw/n |

NEXT EVENTS
The next event, the Mini Alt Teams (3 day event), will be held 15 - 17 March 2021.

For applying, go to https://alt.bridgeresults.org/reg/AltMiniTeams1.htm

Also open for pre-registration:
Alt NewCo 3 / March 29-April 2 (https://alt.bridgeresults.org/reg/AliNewCo3.htm)
and

Alt BAM 2 / April 12-16 (https://alt.bridgeresults.org/reg/AltBam?2.hitm)



https://alt.bridgeresults.org/reg/AltMiniTeams1.htm
https://alt.bridgeresults.org/reg/AltNewCo3.htm
https://alt.bridgeresults.org/reg/AltBam2.htm

t Triple F THE TRIPLE F ALT POINT RACE

Each individual player participating in any Alt event in 2021 is automatically included in the Triple F Alt Point
Race. By the end of the season (December 2021) the Top Five is rewarded with money prizes: 1000 / 600 /
400 / 300 / 200 (in euros). The Alt is grateful to Triple F Logistics, a Dutch company, who made this possible.

Points Allocation, 2021 Alt Season

Group A Group B Group C Group D Stand alone

(in first session 1 400 1 300 (Swiss) tournaments

valid for A Red 2 350 2 250 1 200 1 400 10 50

and A Blue) 3 300 3 200 2 175 2 350 11 45

1 500 4 200 4 150 3 150 3 300 12 40

2 450 5 100 5 100 4 125 4 250 13 35

3 400 6 75 6 75 5 100 5 200 14 30

4 300 6 75 6 150 15 29

5 200 7 60 7 125 16+ 28

6 100 8. 50 8 100

9. 40 9 75
10+ 30

Gary Donner (gdonnersc1) 1185 Steve de Roos (stevedr) 700 Leif Nygaard (nyg) 453
Cecilia Rimstedt (cillar) 1185 Mike van der Vorst (ratabar) 700 Henrik Petersen (longrow) 453
Per-Ola Cullin (pocken) 1150 Franco Baseggio (baseggio) 700 Tatyana Trendafilova (tuti) 453
Joe Grue (joegrue) 1150 Aitai Lo (aitail) 700 Sedat Aluf (monk99) 450
Marion Michielson (lady007) 1150 Bill Pettis (buffalo6) 700 Sjoert Brink (sjoertbr) 450
Brad Moss (brad 1150 Michal Klukowski (skrzat96) 700 Bas Drijver (basdr) 450
Naren Gupta (nareng) 950 Mikael Rimstedt (mikaelrim) 700 Sylvia Shi (sylviash) 400
Zia Mahmood (zia) 950 Ola Rimstedt (olarim) 700 Janice Seamon-Molson (janicem) 400
Jacek Kalita (paulinka18) 950 John Diamond (dimebags) 650 Frederic Volcker (fred92130) 400
Roger Lee (rogerclee) 950 Geoff Hampson (ghampson) 650 Kjeld Hansen (dkkello) 378
Sylvia Moss (sylvie) 950 Ralph Katz (ralphk) 650 Peter Fredin (p_fredin) 375
Michal Nowosadzki (kot_korba) 950 Bobby Levin (levin) 650 Martin Seligman (mseligman) 350
Adam Grossack (nevereast)) 928 Nick Nickell (fnickell) 650 Marcin Lesniewski (lesniak) 350
Dennis Bilde (ballebo-jr) 900 Brian Platnick (bplatnick) 650 Stephen Peterkin (spil) 350
Zachary Grossack (germs345) 900 Steve Weinstein (stevo) 650 Sam Punch (puncher) 350
Larry Lebowitz (pinoy12) 900 David Gold (dagold) 650 Boye Brogeland (boye) 350
Agustin Madala (septiembre) 900 Bulent Aslan (baylind) 650 Simon Gillis (rayas78) 350
Antonio Palma (apalma) 900 Enver Kéksoy (koksoy) 650 Espen Lindqvist (stevieg) 350
Frederic Wrang (fly21) 900 Nezih Kubag (nezihk) 650 Erik Saelensminde (skaall) 100
Sandra Rimstedt (sandria) 885 Ali Ucar (noweak) 650 Yaniv Zack (yanivz) 330
Bauke Muller (beukertje) 850 Omer Umur (ttifb) 650 Nathalie Saada (natsa) 300
Simon De Wijs (sm1) 850 Nafiz Zorlu (begse) 650 Andrew Black (boggis) 300
Kevin Dwyer (kdwyer) 850 Gilad Altshuler (giladalt) 575 Gunnar Hallberg (rerack) 300
Piotr Zatorski (dzeronimo) 825 Alon Birman (hatol) 575 Simon Hult (hultahult) 300
David Bakhshi (bakhshi) 750 Dani Cohem (cohen99) 575 Andrew Mcintosh (mcintosh) 300
Janet de Botton (capt lulu) 750 Amir Levin (amiri) 575 Thomas Paske (thomas1000) 300
Thomas Charlsen (tcharlsen) 750 Dror Padon (drorp) 575 Andy Stark (astark) 300
Thor Erik Hoftaniska (kasper20) 750 Yossi Roll (sroch) 575 Kamil Nowak (kamiln) 275
Artur Malinowski (malisuper) 750 Lasse Aaseng (lasseaa) 525 Mike Rippey (radiators) 275
Tom Townsend (mug) 750 Martin Andresen (mime477) 525 Alexander Allfrey (allfrey) 275
Tor Helness (helstokk) 750 Geir Helgemo (micelle45) 525 Simon Cope (copeyj) 275
Jodi Edmonds (jodi e) 729 Tom Johansen (brulle) 525 Espen Erichsen (espene) 275
Joel Wooldridge (firechief) 729 Thomas Bessis (malpaluche) 500 Richard Plackett (hoofie) 275
David Chechelashvilli (dato) 728 Alex Kolesnik (Kolesnik) 500 Andrew Robson (arobson) 275
Ahmed Soliman (rabie3) 728 Kevin Bathurst (kmb24) 500 Richie Coren (wambibird1) 250
Geert Arts (stratreeg1) 700 John Hurd (johnhurd) 500 Dan Korbel (dank) 250
Sam Bahbout (sambah) 700 Peter Crouch (pitiful) 475 Peter Gal (galim) 250
Philippe Caputo (caputo) 700 David Burn (dburn) 453 Gergely Dombi (toki42) 250
Valerie Carcassonne-Labaere (etpuiszut)700  Mike Graham (mdgraham) 453 Marcel Verhaegen (marcel_ve) 250
Steven de Donder (pikarek) 700 Fredrik Jarlvik (freddy6) 453 Gabriele Zanasi (zanna9) 250

Alain Labaere (kortrijk) 700 Peter Lund (pelu) 453 Alon Apteker (alonap) 250


https://www.triple-f.com/en.html

THE TRIPLE F ALT POINT RACE (conTINUED)

Johan Sylvan (joppesyl)
Ricco van Prooijen (Riccovp)
Louk Verhees (Loukie)
Morten Bilde (ballebo)

Seren Bilde (sbilde)

Vinita Gupta (vinita)

Hemant Lall (hemantlall)
Andreas Plejdrup (andreasw)
Bob Hamman (tgbh3)

Massimiliano Di Franco (m_difranco)

Andrea Manno (mageda)
Piotr Nawrocki (nawrot)
Piotr Wiankoski (vino_e)
Ashwini Gupta (axpt11)
Christian Lahrmann (christianl)
Katherine Todd (kmtnyc)
Erke Suigcmez (grundar)
Chen Zhao (zhaochen)
Jing Liu (liujing)

Kare Boge (osvaillg3)
Jacob Freeman (jacob04)
Asaf Yekutieli (tol23)

Ami Zamir (zamir1)

Kees Bakker (keesbak)
John Lesmeister (jlesme)
Gert-Jan Ros (rosgjw)
Phil King (philking)

Kevin Castner (jafra)
Ophir Reshef (oreshef)
Bob Drijver (bobdrijver)
Bart Nab (bnab)

Assaf Lengy (lengy)
Anders Morath (andersm)
Shahar Zack (shaharz)
Eldad Ginossar (eldad)
Dana Tal (danat85)

Ariel Braunstein (rel49)
Noga Tal (nogatal)

llan Bareket (bareket)
Nikos Delimpaltadakis (nickd)
Dinos Doxiadis (rigas_karo)

Yankos Papakyriakopoulos (yankos)

Manolis Protonotarios (emprot)
Petros Roussos (peter1961)
Avristidis Sapounakis (asapou)
Cathy Baldysz (cathmark)
Sophie Baldysz (zofiumb)

Aris Bremer (arisbreem)

Jan van den Hoek (janonline)
Leonardo Cima (100dog)

Gary Gottlieb (garybrook)

Pim Coppens (PimCop)

Huub van der Wouden (kinkofklab)

Walter Schuster (schustmozz)
Victor Oranje (victornl)

Arjan Roelofs (arjannl)

Mustafa cem Tokay (tokay1975)
Veri Kiljian (Vkill)

Guy Mendes de Leon (Guymd])
Thibo Sprinkhuizen (Thibos)
Luc Tijssen (Luctijs)

Alison Wilson (Flyfalcon)

250
230
230
205
205
205
205
205
205
200
200
200
200
200
200
200
200
200
200
175
160
160
160
155
155
155
150
150
150
150
150
150
150
150
150
150
150
150
150
140
140
140
140
140
140
135
135
133
133
125
125
125
125
120
120
120
115
105
105
105
105
105

John Carruthers (jgc)

Mitch Dunitz (dunitz)

Ross Grabel (rossg)

Allan Graves (algraves)
Martin Kirr (kirp)

Jill Meyers (jillm)

George Mittelman (mittmouse)
Kerri Sanborn (kerri)

QOdin Svendsen (pirrum)

Jan Lagerman (jan_l)
Marten Gustawsson (lagom)
Andrei Arlovich (goblin2000)
Boguslaw Gierulski (bogier)
Wojciech Olanski (olanski)
Jerzy Skrzypczak (txt)
Erikas Vainikonis (bookie_It)
Vytautas Vainikonis (vainikonis)
Cezary Serek (cezar1966)
Chris Parker (cmp56)

Anam Tebha (anamtebha)
Stewart Rubenstein (stewr)
Alain Levy (evil)

Kees Bouwen (kebosporto)
Jan de Winter (winjan)

Alex Hong (fhong)

Winston Huang (wshuang)
Jiangfeng Luo (mossby3)
Ming Sheng (kainsheng)
Yan Wang (wy7199)

Edward Xu (edward3048)
Marco Zomer (Mczo)
Marusa Gold (marusab)
Jonathan Harris (jdache)
Eddie Malhasyan (master dj)
Todor Tiholov (polborta)
Steve Green (bashgrove)
Rob Helle (rhelle)

Ed Hoogenkamp (altocampo)
Giovanni Donati (giova007)
Gabriella Olivieri (ollina)
Giacomo Percario (giacomopr)
Federico Primavera (fulldiRe)
Antonio Sementa (llaria75)
Martin Cantor (cantorm)
Jonathan Davis (davisbiz)
Nick Smith (rogerhunt)

Rene Stienen (baaxpee)

Elly Schippers (eltje)

Marina Witvliet (donkeym)
Jan van Cleeff (imp_jan)

P. Bedouet (pi420)

Esteban Valet (rasko179)
John Kranyak (jkrans)

Vince Demuy (okvince)
Mikael Gronkvist (mike_g)
Ida Gronkuvist (halko)

Hester Gast (hester02)

Kees Rentes (7slaper)

Bas van Roosmalen (BasvRo)
Richard Chamberlain (rmchamb)
Tony Disley (ryegc)

David Jones (uncle mort)

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
88
88
88
88
88
85
85
85
80
80
80
80
80
75
75
75
75
75
75
75
75
75
75
75
75
75
73
73
73
70
70
70

Patrick Shields (patr1cks)
Marc Smith (marcsmitch)
Adrian Thomas (sadnorth)
Raluca Dobrescu (ralooka)
Ted Greenberg (ted greenb)
Okay Gur (okay gur)

Lynne Koeppel (Igkoeppel)
Gokhan Yilmaz (yilmaz_g)
Steve Root (asnuttyas)

Niall Igoe (ibraves)

Vladi Isporski (smileyv)
Rumen Trendafilov (rumen)
Kay Enfield (cx107)

Greg Hinze (ghinze)

Karin Kelsey (KarinKelse)
Jacob Morgan (jpmnbr)

Thijs Hoebe (hoethi)

Ulrike Schuster (chrispe)
Ruth Fleischmann (ruthiesrun)
Patryk Patreuha (patrys2)
Krzysztof Cichy (megafoncub)
Tomasz Kielbasa (domestos70)
Stanislaw Golebiowski (stasgol)
Willem Alink (willemfbf)
Filippos Karamanlis (firfos7)
Kostantinos Kontomiros (zlatan)
Tasos Koukouselis (lelos)
Vasilis Vroustis (bill123)

Onno Eskes (onno)

Ge Sprinkhuizen (sprinksoet)
Leo van den Brom (Lbrom)
Rene Hermans (galileo60)
Nico Klaver (tttiger)

Charlie Bucknell (shisai)
Elizabeth Gahan (lizgahan)
Christopher Kemp (otemplar)
Stephen Kennedy (gamertabby)
Oliver Powell (kenzo13)

Ewa Wieczorek (ew19)

Jon Cooke (mugsmate)
Ankush Khandelwal (fide51)
Cameron Small (cameron_1
Stefano Tommasini (stefanot)
Michael Barel (mich-b)
Ronnie Barr (ronniebarr)

llan Cohen (llan13)

llan Herbst (ilanh)

Tom Reynolds (tomreynold)
Lance Kerr (Ikerr)

Ira Hessel (lesinge)

Ellen Hessel (chongo)
Andrew Rosenthal (andrewr)
Aaron Silverstein (aarons)
Migry Zur Campanile (migry)
Nancy Katz (heart27)

Warner Solomon (warnie)
Tracy Capal (traby)

Eric Schwartz (waldorf1)
Linda Robinson (saba)
Vincent Gaillard (vincentg)

70
70
70
65
65
65
65
65
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
58
50
50
50
50
50
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45
40
40
40
40
40
40
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
29
29
29
29
28
28
28
28
28
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RESULTS (continued) and FINAL RANKINGS

Round 7. 16 boards. Thursday, 25 February 2021, 10:00 EST / 16:00 CET Round 8. 16 boards. Thursday, 25 February 2021, 12:30 EST / 18:30 CET
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DON'T MISS THE BULLETIN!

Be sure to receive the Alt Bulletins on time. Just sign up for the

and receive all the bulletins when published.
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